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What was your student 
background before you arrived at 
CEMES?

I started by studying in a 
preparatory class for the 
chemistry schools of the Gay 
Lussac federation, which enabled 
me to join the INP-ENSIACET in 
Toulouse. I was able to obtain an 
engineering degree in Materials 
Science as well as a master's 
degree in materials at Paul 
Sabatier University in 2018.

At the end of your studies, why did you 
want to start a thesis work?

During my 3 years in engineering 
school, I had the opportunity to do an 
internship in an industry, at ArcelorMittal 
in Romania, as well as an internship in a 
laboratory, here at CEMES. This made 
me realize that being an engineer was 
not suited for me and that what I really 
liked was research because it allowed 
me to really put into practice and 
consolidate the theoretical aspects 
seen during my education.

In a few simple words, can you explain the subject of your work to us?

I studied the mechanisms of plastic deformation at grain boundaries in aluminum. The 
main mechanism studied was the shear-coupled grain boundary migration. I was able 
to measure this experimentally using different microscopes at CEMES: the Transmission 
Electron Microscope (TEM), Scanning Electron Microscope (SEM) and Atomic Force 
Microscope (AFM).



What have you discovered about the job of a researcher 
that you never suspected?

I discovered some of the many different roles that a 
researcher can play. They can give courses, organize and 
take part in conferences, participate in the life of the 
laboratory, supervise students, manage a team... all while 
continuing to do research!

What did you like about 
CEMES during these 3 
years spent in this 
laboratory?

The researchers were very 
accessible and allowed 
for very interesting 
exchanges about their 
work or my work. The very 
good atmosphere within a 
large group of PhD and 
post-doc students allows 
to easily integrate. All this 
in a pleasant environment 
thanks to the large green 
spaces (practical for 
BBQs), the break rooms, 
the canteen and the large 
number of scientific 
equipment available.

Any anecdote to tell 
us?

Summer school in 
Corsica, 1st year: 
After a huge storm, 
which caused a big 
power cut, the sea 
was rather "calm" so it 
was an opportunity 
for a little swimming. 
The result: I was swept 
out to sea by the 
current. I finally 
managed to get 
back but I gave the 
people on the beach 
a good scare.

Much is said about training through research: 
what skills did you acquire during your thesis that 
you think are particularly important?

The thesis is a 3-year work for which we invest a 
lot, we work for us, it's kind of our baby.  We want 
to do as many things as possible and we can 
sometimes get lost in it. So I had to learn to 
prioritize tasks and to get organized. I also 
improved my communication skills, both to be 
able to exchange with the other members of the 
laboratory but also to be able to present my 
results, both orally and in writing.

At the professional level, what do 
you plan to do from now on?

I would like to obtain a post-
doctoral CDD in order to acquire 
new experimental skills with the 
aim of obtaining a position as a 
lecturer or research fellow.


